ADDITIONAL COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAY 

Compare a specific event, incident, or relationship in the story with a situation or relationship from your own life. Show the similarities and differences. Analyze the reasons for the differences.
Step 1

Identify the situations you will be comparing.  The situation you choose must be a major one.  You will need enough information to form an essay.  A good rule would be something that at least 5 pages is dedicated to.  

Step 2

Researching the situation

What are the basics?


What happened? Where did it happen? When did it happen? Who was  
directly involved? What pages did it happen on?

Go deeper.


Why did it happen?  Who was indirectly involved?  Can you examine the 
event from different perspectives?

Draw conclusions.


Why was this included in the novel? What was the lesson learned for the 
reader?  What impact did it have in your life? How will it continue to impact 
your life?

Step 3

Choose an Outline


Step 4

Filling in the outline 

Begin with Roman numeral II.  Do not worry about your introduction or conclusion yet. You do not need complete sentences at this point. Think of it as filling in blanks.  You are getting your ideas in order. Leave plenty of room to add additional information, including page numbers and thoughts you have?

Step 5

Write the body of your Essay

Again, begin with your second paragraph, and using the notes you have outlined write out complete sentences and thoughts.  

Step 6 

Write your introduction

· Create interest

· Identify your main idea (Thesis statement)

· Preview your main points

Step 7

Write your conclusion


Turn your introduction upside down

· Summarize the points you made

· Restate your thesis

· Give the reader something to remember

Step 8
Proof your draft


Read it yourself



Using the guidelines for your essay check off what you have done


Have a classmate read it out loud



Listen for errors and mark them as you go.

Step 9

Works cited page

Step 10

Type your finished essay


Cover page- name, date and class information



Double space













Point by Point
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