CHARACTER COMPARISON CONTRAST ESSAY
Compare a character in the story with your self. Show the similarities and differences between yourself and the character. Analyze the reasons for the differences.

When we began reading To Kill A Mockingbird we discussed character development and how we learn about a character: their physical description, their words and their actions.  During our reading we have continued to examine characters based on “perspective”.  At the end of the novel you should be able to draw  in-depth conclusions about the characters, “character”.

Using a character, the novel and your life you will write a comparison essay.

Step 1

 You will choose  a major character from the novel To Kill A Mockingbird that you will compare and contrast yourself with.  Major characters would be: Jem, Atticus, Scout, Dill, Boo, Cal and Miss Maudie. 

Step 2

Researching  characters. 

You will complete these steps for the character from the novel and for yourself.

1. Start with the basics: 
Age, sex, hometown, family, physical traits, hobbies and more.

2. Then go deeper:
Add actions, interactions and personal anecdotes. This is where you will build citations for your paper. 

3. Then draw conclusions:
What type of person or character are they. This wont be a simple one word or even one sentence conclusions.  You can not be defined in one sentence neither can the major characters in this novel.

Step 3

Choosing an outline


Step 4

Filling in the outline 

Begin with Roman numeral II.  Do not worry about your introduction or conclusion yet. You do not need complete sentences at this point. Think of it as filling in blanks.  You are getting your ideas in order. Leave plenty of room to add additional information, including page numbers and thoughts you have?

Step 5

Write the body of your Essay

Again, begin with your second paragraph, and using the notes you have outlined write out complete sentences and thoughts.  

Step 6 

Write your introduction

· Create interest

· Identify your main idea (Thesis statement)

· Preview your main points

Step 7

Write your conclusion


Turn your introduction upside down

· Summarize the points you made

· Restate your thesis

· Give the reader something to remember

Step 8
Proof your draft


Read it yourself



Using the guidelines for your essay check off what you have done


Have a classmate read it out loud



Listen for errors and mark them as you go.

Step 9

Works cited page

Step 10

Type your finished essay


According to MLA format



Point by Point


I Intro


II Similarities


	Basics


	Actions


	Personality


III Differences


	Basics


	Actions


	Personalities


IV Conclusion


























Block


I Intro


II Book Character


	Basics


	Actions


	Personality


III Your character


Basics


	Actions


	Personality


IV Characters together


	Similarities


	Differences


V Conclusion











