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Night

Holocaust Vocabulary List

Directions: Learn the definitions of the following words found in Night that are related directly to the Holocaust, Judaism, the Hebrew language, religion, or Nazi Germany. Your teacher will direct you to learn their meanings either as you read each section, or before you begin reading the novel.

Be sure to keep this list of words and definitions to use in vocabulary activities and to study for quizzes and tests. The number in parentheses is the page on which the word is found.

Part I (Sections One – Two)

1. Hasidic (1)- a Jewish sect founded upon

mysticism, prayer, ritual strictness,

religious zeal, and joy

2. synagogue (1)- Jewish house of worship

3. cabbala (1)- form of Jewish mysticism

offering mystical insight into divine

nature

4. Talmud (1)- a written record of rabbinic

discussions pertaining to Jewish law,

ethics, customs, and history

5. Zohar (3)- the most important text of

cabbala; part of the Oral Torah

6. deportees (4)- those banished or exiled

from a country

7. Gestapo (4)- German Secret State Police

8. exterminate (6)- kill on a large scale

9. anti-Semitic (7)- discrimination or

prejudice against Jews

10. Passover (8)- a Jewish festival that

commemorates the exodus of the Jews

from Egypt

11. ghetto (9)- part of a city where Jews were

required to live

12. deportation (11)- expulsion of someone

considered undesirable

13. phylacteries (13)- small boxes which

contain Scripture, worn by Jewish men

during weekday prayers

14. Boche (18)- German soldier (disparaging)

15. Auschwitz (24)- site of a Nazi

concentration camp in Poland

16. labor camp (24)- a prison camp where

forced labor is performed

Part II (Section Three)

1. SS (29)- special police force in the Nazi

army; Schutzstaffel

2. Kaddish (31)- prayer for the dead

3. Sonder-Kommando (32)- a prisoner slave

labor group assigned to work in the killing

area of an extermination camp

4. Birkenau (33)- a death camp, part of

Auschwitz

5. Kapos (34)- concentration camp guards

often noted for brutality and recruited

from among the prisoners

6. concentration camp (36)- place for

imprisonment of people without due process

of law or trial

7. crematory (36)- furnace for cremation

(burning) of human bodies

8. Gypsy (36)- nomadic group of people

9. selection (38)- choosing victims for the gas

chambers by separating them from those

considered fit to work

10. liberation (38)- the freeing of prisoners from

concentration camps

11. Buna (43)- a subcamp of Auschwitz

Part III (Section Four)

1. Zionist (48)- a Jewish movement in

response to anti-Semitism seeking to

reestablish a Jewish homeland in Palestine

2. Haifa (48)- major seaport in NW Israel

3. Aryan (50)- non-Jewish Caucasian

4. air-raid sirens (56)- siren to notify of

imminent attack by air

5. Lagerkapo (59)- camp guard

6. pipel (60)- young apprentice or assistant

Part IV (Sections Five – Six)

1. Rosh Hashanah (63)- Jewish high holy day

marking the beginning of the New Year

2. officiant (64)- one who performs or presides

over religious ceremony

3. benediction (64)- the act of praying for

divine protection

4. Yom Kippur (65)- Jewish Day of Atonement

5. Day of Atonement (65)- Yom Kippur,

observed with fasting and prayer

6. Achtung (67)- Attention!

7. Red Army (76)- the Russian Army

8. prophets (86)- persons who interpret and

express the will of God

9. Gleiwitz (88)- a city in southern Poland (A

staged attack on a radio station in Gleiwitz

on August 31, 1939 served as a pretext for

Nazi Germany to invade Poland, thus

starting World War II.)

Part V (Sections Seven – Nine)

1. Buchenwald (98)- a concentration camp for

slave labor near Weimar, Germany
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Part One—(Sections One-Two, pp. 1-26)

Comprehension Check

Directions: As you read and take notes using the note-taking technique described on page 15, use the Comprehension Check questions below to help guide your understanding of all aspects of the novel. You may want to use these questions to help you take notes. After reading the given sections, answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper.

Section One (pp. 1-20)

1. Who was Moshe the Beadle? Why was he an important figure in Mr. Wiesel’s life?

2. Discuss the importance of religion in Mr. Wiesel’s young life.

3. What significant event happened to Moshe the Beadle? Why? What story did he tell upon

his return? How did Moshe escape this wretchedness?

4. Why did people refuse to listen to his stories of what had happened?

5. Moshe said, “I wanted to come back to Sighet to tell you the story of my death. So that

you could prepare yourselves while there was still time.” What did he mean by this?

6. Why did Elie’s father refuse to sell his business and move to Palestine? What is your

opinion of his decision? Why?

7. What were the Fascists doing to the Jews in Budapest? Why did the others refuse to take

this action seriously?

8. After the leaders of the Jewish community were arrested, what were the orders to the

other Jews?

9. What was the ghetto? At first, why were the Jews unconcerned about being placed in the

ghettos? Soon afterwards, what happened to make them change their minds?

10.The inspector from the Hungarian police knocked on the window, but by the time someone

went to see who it was, he was gone. What is the significance of this?

11.How did the Hungarian police treat the Jews as they told them the time had come?

12.Why did the Jews leave their valuables behind?

13.Explain why Elie and his older sisters refused to go to Martha’s village with her.

14.What were the conditions in the cattle car?

Section Two (pp. 21-26)

1. What had happened to Madame Schächter to make her behave as she did? What did she

continually shout about to the Jews?

2. How did the men finally subdue her?

3. When they reached a station, where were they? What would they do there?

4. What did Madame Schächter’s cries foreshadow?
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Standards Focus: Figurative Language

One of the most captivating aspects of good literature is the use of figurative language, or ideas communicated beyond their literal meaning to create an image in the reader’s or audience’s mind. There are several types of figurative language, also called figures of speech. In this exercise, you will

use the following figures of speech:

• metaphor - a comparison made between two unlike objects: “The pillow was a cloud.”

• simile - a comparison made between two unlike objects, using the words “like” or “as” in the comparison: “The pillow was like a marshmallow.”

• personification - giving human qualities or characteristics to non-human objects: “The wind sang its sad song.”

• imagery - using words to create pictures for the senses: “…a tall frosty glass of lemonade.”

• hyperbole - truth is exaggerated for humor or emphasis: “I died when the boy I like finally talked to me.”

Directions: Read each quote from Sections One and Two. Look at the underlined figure of speech in

the sentence, then decide what type of figure of speech it is. Finally, identify the comparison being

made, the object being personified or exaggerated, or the image being created. An example has been

done for you.

Ex. “A wind of calmness and reassurance blew through our houses.” (pg. 4)

Figure of Speech: metaphor

Analysis: We were calm and comfortable in our homes.

1. “The shadows beside me awoke as from a long sleep. They fled, silently, in all directions.” (12)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

2. “…an old man with a gray beard and the eyes of a dreamer.” (12)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

3. “In everyone’s eyes was suffering drowned in tears.” (14)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

4. “They went by, fallen, adragging their packs, dragging their lives, deserting their homes, the

years of their childhood, bcringing like beaten dogs.” (15)

aFigure of Speech:

Analysis:

bFigure of Speech:

Analysis:

5. “Everywhere rooms lay open…. An open tomb.” (15)

Figure of Speech:

6. “They were the first of the faces of hell and death.” (17)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

Directions: Now identify and underline the figure(s) of speech in the sentence, then decide what type

of figure of speech it is. Finally, identify the comparison being made or the object being personified or

exaggerated.

7. “Monday passed like a small summer cloud, like a dream in the first daylight hours.” (16)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

8. “The stars were only sparks of the fire that devoured us.” (18)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

9. “Our terror was about to burst the sides of the train.” (23)

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

10. “…these were as nothing compared with these screams which tore us to shreds.” (24)

Figures of Speech: 1.

Analysis:

Directions: Now, find two other examples of figures of speech from Sections One and Two and write

them on the lines. Identify the type of figure of speech and write an analysis.

11.

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

12.

Figure of Speech:

Analysis:

Name ________________________________________ _ Period ___ __

©2007 Secondary Solutions - 20 - Night Literature Guide

Assessment Preparation: Synonyms

Synonyms are words that have the same or nearly the same meaning. Finding a synonym for a

word will help you to remember its meaning.

Directions: Using a thesaurus and/or a dictionary, fill in two synonyms for each of the

vocabulary words from pages 1-26. (The page number where the word can be found is given in

parentheses.) Be sure that your synonyms are written in the same tense and part of speech as

the vocabulary word. Then write a sentence, correctly using the vocabulary word.

1. encumbered (1) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

2. lorries (4) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

3. betrothals (6) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

4. billeted (7) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

5. anecdotes (10) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

6. expelled (12) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

7. edict (13) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

8. revoked (13) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

9. knapsacks (13) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

10. molten (13) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

11. truncheons (13) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

12. compatriots (17) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

13. farce (19) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

14. pillage (19) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

15. convoy (20) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

16. pestilential (24) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

17. stench (24) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:

18. abominable (25) synonyms: 1. 2.

Sentence:
